CHARGE and esophageal atresia.
CHARGE association was diagnosed in 61 infants, 20 of whom died, mainly during the first 2 years of life. Esophageal atresia and/or tracheoesophageal fistula were present in 10 neonates. Axial skeletal anomalies occurred in 7 of the 10, but none had preaxial limb defects typical of the VATER association. All had major cardiac anomalies, predominantly tetralogy of Fallot. The majority of patients had primary repair of the esophagus. The postoperative course was stormy in all patients, with a high incidence of complications and 70% died. The recognition of features of the CHARGE association is important because it has major prognostic and therapeutic implications.